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INTRODUCTION

Background

Spinal cord studies in animal models of injury are technically challenging, labor intensive, and expensive. Among the hurdles are performing delicate, reproducible precise surgery to produce a variety of standardized injury models; caring for the animals before, during, and after experiments; and producing objective measurements of the results.  The Core SCI Pilot Data Program enables access to the resources of the Christopher Reeve Foundation (CRF) Injury Core for the purpose of generating proof of principle in vivo data that can be used in subsequent grant applications to CRF or other funding agencies.  The program is intended to help facilitate application of promising research to animal models of spinal cord injury and includes Core support for experimental planning, design and training.  

CRF Research Priorities (see Individual Grants Program Research Guidelines)

Techniques and Models – Please contact Susan Howley (showley@crpf.org) for a complete listing of available techniques and models.

Eligibility

Eligibility is similar to individual grants with the following exceptions:

1) Preference will be given to young investigators and 2) applications from postdoctoral fellows must include a letter of commitment to the project from their mentors.

The Review Process

All proposals are given preliminary review by the Scientific Director of the CRF Injury Core and, if considered to be consonant with the CRF's goals, will be distributed to a panel of representatives from CRF’s Science Advisory Council and International Research Consortium on Spinal Cord Injury for review of scientific merit and potential.  The independent review panel will recommend to the Foundation which projects should be supported.   Applicants will be notified of the disposition of their requests.  No written comments/reviews will be provided except at the explicit direction of the review panel. The Core Director, the principal investigator and the host institution will negotiate the research terms; the latter is the formal contracting agent.

Review Criteria
Research proposals are evaluated on scientific merit and adherence to CRF's priorities:

Core Access

· Access to the Core will be determined by proposal rank order and existing Core commitments.  It is anticipated that for this initial cycle, the Core will be able to accept the two top-ranked submissions. It is possible, however, that more than two could be accommodated contingent upon other scheduling commitments.  

· Scheduling for Core Access: After formal review and approval by CRF, grantees will work with the Core’s Scientific Director, Dr. Aileen Anderson, to schedule their projects in to the facility’s other commitments.

Questions

Pre-proposal or other inquires can be directed to Susan Howley, Director of Research, CRF, showley@crpf.org. 

Pilot Data GRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

· Grantees must provide CRF final narrative progress reports using CRF-specified formats.  

· The principal investigator is expected to share with CRF copies of all publications that emerge as a result of the supported research, during and after the period of the research.  The PI may also be asked to draft a lay-oriented descrip​tion of the supported research, for publication in CRF's newsletter or for other use.

· The principal investigator is encouraged to make full use of research results using the usual avenues for dissemination (i.e., journals, conferences).  CRF expects grantees to acknowledge the source of support (“the Christopher Reeve Foundation”) in all such publications and presentations.  
FUNDING GUIDELINES AND LIMITATIONS

All animal, supply and personnel costs related to the Pilot Data study and incurred at the Core will be covered by the CRF SCI Core. 

DEADLINES

The next deadline for applications is March 1, 2006.  Because the goal of the Program is to stimulate novel work in SCI and facilitate rapid progress, applicants can expect a response to their requests no later than early Fall 2005. 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

Grant proposals must be submitted following the guidelines below.  Applications that do not adhere to these guidelines will be rejected without review.

Applicants are required to complete an on-line application and to submit one hard copy.  Applications must be mailed, and on-line forms completed, on or before March 1, 2006.
Please follow these steps for submitting an application to CRF:

1.  Download guidelines and application forms.

2.  Complete application forms and gather all supplemental material.

3. Use information contained in the completed application forms to fill out Adobeon-line application

 and upload a PDF (or Word) version of your application and reprints (the on-line application can be completed in multiple sessions).  Applicants can visit ® to learn more about PDF files.

4.  Mail one hard copy of the application as per guidelines to the address below.
One hard copy (including reprints and appendices), affixed with a binder clip or one staple, should be sent to:

Susan P. Howley

Director of Research

Christopher Reeve Foundation

636 Morris Turnpike

Short Hills, NJ  07078

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES AND FORMAT

1.
Applicant information (page 1) (All items required)

a.
Principal investigator:  Name of principal investigator, degree, title, host institution, address, phone and fax numbers, email address.  Name of co-investigator (if any), title and degree.

b.
Check one to indicate career level of applicant.


Proposal information
c.
Title of research:  A short descriptive title.

d.
Proposal hypothesis:  Clearly state the working hypothesis.

e.
Key words:  Five key words of the proposal.


Institutional information
f.
Contract officer:  Person at host institution responsible for administering contract; include title, address, telephone, fax, and email 

g.
Host institution’s legal name 

2.
Budget  (page 2)


CRF funding for Pilot Data studies is restricted to costs associated with the SCI Core portion of the proposed experiment(s).  No budget is required for the Core-related costs (animals, supplies, Core personnel) of the study.  All other costs associated with the project will be the responsibility of the award recipient. 

a.
The PI should itemize additional expenses anticipated as being associated with the project, and indicate whether current funding for these expenses is available.  If funds are not available, please comment on how/when the funds will become available.  

b.
Personnel:  For each person associated with the project, indicate name, title, percent of time on project, and indicate if salary is available for each person.  Describe the role of each person listed, on page 2a.

c.
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED:  CRF will not provide any funds to the applicant.  Support is provided via funding for the SCI Core.

3.
Other Support - All other sources and amounts of possible support are to be listed, including private foundations, federal agencies, corporations and/or other.  If application is for a postdoctoral fellow, indicate financial status of the sponsor.

4.
Non-technical Abstract (page 4)

Lay readers constitute the target audience for this section of the proposal; thus, it should avoid technical detail.  Define your terms, as well as expected results.(1/2 page).

5.
Relationship to CRF Priorities (also on page 4)

Using lay language, address salient points described in these guidelines with respect to the scientific priorities that CRF emphasizes related to spinal cord injury (1/2 page).

6.
Narrative (begin pagination with page 5)

The narrative (6a - 6e) is not to exceed 3 single-spaced pages, including preliminary data and figures.  Type-size must be 12 point.  Margins must be at least 3/4", with at least a 1" top margin.  Full references are in addition to the 3-page limit.

a.
Aims:  Enumerate the specific aims/objectives of this research; avoiding vague generalities.  What hypotheses will be tested?  

b.
Background/Significance: Describe both theory and prior and current research related to your proposal.  How does your proposal fit into the larger picture of spinal cord injury research and how is it timely?  

c.
Methods and Experimental Design:  Describe both your (a) experimental design and (b) laboratory methods.  As appropriate to your research, this may be done either in terms of each specific aim described in Section 7a or may be done for the overall project, ensuring in the latter case that the methods of addressing each specific aim are clearly described.  Describe procedures and provide description of subjects to be studied.  Be sure to indicate sample sizes.  Also, if relevant, address issues raised regarding assessment of recovery of function.

d.
Timetable:  Tie the tasks described in Section 6c to an estimated timetable, providing a schedule for the entire project.

e.
Facilities/Resources: Describe the equipment and facilities available to you that will be used in this research.  Also describe, if appropriate, other research being done in your institution and colleagues that may provide support for your work.  

f.
References:  References are not included within the 3-page limit.

8. Curriculum Vitae

Senior Scientists and Young Investigators

Submit a summary of the curriculum vitae of the PI and key personnel, following the NIH Bio​graphical Sketch format; list key publications (4-page limit for each CV).  

Postdoctoral Applicants
Applications from postdoctoral fellows must include a full CV for the fellow and, and an NIH Biographical Sketch of, and letter of support from, his/her sponsor.
9.
Publications


Attach copies of a maximum of two publications representative of your work. 

PAGE  
1

